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handed it over to La Motte, to be given to the Queen. La
Motte and her husband disappeared with the diamonds.
Cagliostro's part in this impudent plot was apparently, by
crystal-gazing and other prophetic means which he possessed,
to assure the Cardinal that great things were in store for him,
and to lure him on to the garden and the necklace. Whether
Cagliostro was himself the dupe of Madame de la Motte is
uncertain; in the inevitable trial it was not proved that he was
one of the conspirators. Discovery came when the jeweller,
finding that no payment for the necklace arrived on the agreed
date, sent in a demand to the royal Court. The police at once
arrested Rohan, Madame de la Motte (the husband escaped),
Mademoiselle d'Oliva, and Cagliostro. They were incarcer-
ated in the Bastille, and the whole aifair was sifted before
theparlementof Paris. The real culprit, Madame de la Motte,
was severely punished; she was branded and imprisoned for
life, but kter escaped. The Cardinal was acquitted but was
exiled to his estates. Mademoiselle d'Oliva and Cagliostro
were released. The judgment was delivered on May 31, 1786.
Cagliostro was a free man, but now too well known and
under a cloud. He set out to resume the old life with his
staunch but now rather faded Lorenza, Countess Seraphina,
as he called her. He tried England; took lodgings in Knights-
bridge, and found a few fools—among them Lord George
Gordon, of Popish Riots feme—to buy his pills and elixirs;
but not for long. Next he tried Bale, Aix-les-Bains, Turin,
Trent in the dominions of Joseph II, finally Rome; and there
the Holy Inquisition snapped him up for practising Egyptian
magic or freemasonry, in December 1789. For over four years
he lay in prison, and died on August 26, 1795, aged fifty-two.
Donna Lorenza, or Countess Seraphina, was placed in some
convent, where the patient and kind nuns let her live out her
life.
It is very difficult to realize how Cagliostro found means to
live. For he had expensive tastes, and indulged them. He
travelled in the post-carriage, like a great lord, with full com-
plement of couriers and lackeys in grand uniforms supplied

